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Right Now is Not Too Early to Decide About Preschool

Your toddler has just turned three and you realize you’ve hit a new stage. She’s been attending some parent-child drop-in programs and while she likes them, she’s looking for more. She seems ready for some structure, enjoys being with other kids and while you hate to admit it, is ready to spend some time without you. 

But there’s plenty of time to think about this. After all, the new school year is not until September, which is a whole six months in the future. So, you’ll handle this in the summer.

Not a good idea. Preschools are registering now and if you wait you may find that there’s no spot for young Lindsay. Get busy today.

Regular readers will know that I am a great fan of parent participation preschools (www.cpppreschools.bc.ca/). When you choose a parent participation you are joining an organization that has been operating in British Columbia for over 60 years and you’ll have 38 schools to choose from. 

In these schools parents have the opportunity of having a say in the administration of the school, being with their child at preschool for a half-day once or twice a month and attending monthly meetings with other parents which offer free parenting education along with a brief business meeting.

Research shows that parent involvement is a major factor in child success. In my experience parents who start participating with their children at the preschool or daycare level continue to do so through elementary and high school.

The children are engaged in a quality program with a qualified teacher. Teachers who choose to teach in a parent participation school bring an appreciation for the role of parents in the school situation. They are not only committed to quality early childhood education, they are committed to partnering with parents to make the experience for all parties the best it can be.

Your involvement in the school will take into account your schedule and abilities. You'll meet other parents who share many of your values about the importance of quality parenting, learn more about child-raising and work with like-minded and usually nice people toward joint goals. 

While the schools are great for the kids, don’t underestimate the value for yourself. Because of your personal involvement and connection with the school, you will benefit as well. Parents today are more isolated from each other than ever before. It’s difficult to make friends, to find support and connect with other parents who share your parenting values. 

Parent Participation does this and more. My children attended a Parent Participation Preschool in the mid 1970s. Today, many of my closest friends come from that time. Being involved together, having chosen a participation model and having kids of the same age made becoming friends easy. Staying friends has been equally simple.

Is that to say that other preschools have no value? Of course not. You may, for a variety of reasons, decide that another model is best for you and your child.

Whatever your choice what are the considerations when sending your preschooler off to a program?

Are they ready? Do they like to spend some time with other children? Can they handle simple structure? Some schools will also want them to be toilet trained.

Visit the school and observe the program. Trust your instincts. Does this feel right for you and your child? How does the teacher interact with the kids? Are the children happy, busy and engaged? Does the program offer a variety of experiences including large muscle play, arts and crafts, free play and stories? Are parents welcome to drop in?

Talk to other parents who have their children in the school. Find out what they like best and if that fits with your wishes for your child, go for it.

Preschool is a great experience for your children. Do your homework, make the right choice and watch your child grow and develop.
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